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Webinar for Enhancing Conservation of River Dolphins through Sub-
Regional Cooperation

Date: 24 -25" Auqust 2020

Programme Schedule

SESSION | TIME Registration and Address by Dignitaries

10.00-10 30 AM | Registration of participants

10.30-10.35 AM | Welcome address by Dr. B.K. Das, Director, ICAR-CIFRI, Kolkata

10.35-10.45 AM | Address by Dr. J.K. Jena, Deputy Director General (Fisheries Science), ICAR, New
Delhi
10.45-10.50 AM | Address by Dr. B. C. Choudhury, Former Principal Scientist, Wll, Dehradun

10.50-10.55 AM | Address by Prof. A.P. Sharma, Former Directar, ICAR-CIFRI, Kolkata

10.55-11.00 AM | Address by Dr. Dilip Kumar, Former Vice-Chancellor, CIFE-Mumbai

11.00-11.05 AM | Address by Dr. M. Munawar, Chief Editor, AEHMS, Canada

11.05-11.20 AM | Address by Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG, New Delhi

11:20-11:25 AM | Vote of Thanks by Dr. B. K. Behera, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CIFRI, Kolkata

Session |: 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM (IST) Session Chairs
Knowledge on habitat, population status, ecology, the biology of | Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Dr. A. P. Sharma
river inhabited dolphins Dr. Sayed Istiak
Rapporteurs:
Dr. Soma Das Sarkar, Mr. Roshith, C.M.
Lead Lectures:

11.30-11.50 PM | Dr. Hla Win, DDG-Fisheries-Retired, Myanmar
-Conservative measure of Irrawaddy Dolphin in Myanmar

11.50-12.10 PM | Dr. Madhav K. Shrestha, Professor, Aquaculture AFU (Retired). Nepal

B - __-Status of Dolphins in Nepalese Rivers . )
12.10-12.30 PM | Dr. Tapan Kumar Dey, Wildlife Expert, Ex. Deputy Conservator of Forest, Bangladesh
-Present Status of Dolphin Conservation in Bangladesh

12.30-12.50 PM | Prof. Md. A Aziz
-Mational Atlas and Dolphin action plan- Bangladesh

12:50-1:10 PM Panel Discussion
Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Dr. A. P. Sharma, Dr. Sayed Istiak, Dr. Hla Win, Dr. Madhav K.
. . | Shrestha, Dr. T. K. Dey & Prof. Md. A Aziz ) .
Session II: 2:30 PM to 6:00 PM (IST) Session Chairs
Assessment of river habitat in terms of water quality, | Dr. Dilip Kumar, Prof. S.P. Biswas
anthropogenic pressure and landscape surrounding with a focus
to dolphins Rapporteurs
Dr. Dibakar Bhakta, Dr. Suman Kumari

2.30-2:50 PM Dr, Syed Istiak, Director, Deep Sea Fishers Lid & ASAP Healthy Food Lid., Bangladesh
- Lockdown-2020 : A Blessing for Riverine Dolphins

2.50-3.10 PM Dr. Danielle Kerb, Cetacean Specialist, IUCN, Indonesia
-Status and community-based conservation of the Critically Endangered Pesut
Mahakam River dolphin in Indonesia

3.10-3.30 PM Dr. Abdul Wakid, Project Scientist, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun
-Status of Ganges River Dolphin in the Brahmapuira river system

3.30-3.50 PM Dr. M. Monirul H. Khan
-Doiphin hotspots in and around the Sundarbans of Bangladesh: before and during the
covid-18 pandenic

3:50 -4:10 PM Dr. Modinul Ahsan, District Forest Officer, Khulna, Bangladesh
-Expanding the Protected Area System to Incorporate Important Aquatic Ecosystems
Project
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4.10-4.30 PM Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Vice President, Wetland International South Asia
Status of Irrawaddy Dolphin in Chilka lagoon
4:30-4:50 PM Prof. Ram Kumar, Dean, School of EBES, Central University of South Bihar
-Covid-19 driven nationwide lockdown affects zooplankton community structure in
River Ganga at Patna
4:50-5:00 PM Dr. Ruchi Badola, Scientist, W,
- Community participation in River Ganga for Dolphin conservation
5:00-5:10 PM Dr. S. A, Hussain, Scientist- G, WII
- Dolphin conservation in Ganaga: WII-NMCG initiative
5:10-5:20PM Dr. Md. Zahangir Alom
- Improving conservation prospects of river Dolphins through effective and
sustained community engagement in Bangladesh
5:20-5:30 PM Dr. Raunak Dhankar
-Changes in Microbial communifies in response to Covid-19 forced lockdown at
dolphin spotting site (Garhmukteshwar)of the River Ganga
5:30-6:00 PM Panel discussion
Dr. Dilip Kumar, Prof S.P. Biswas, Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Dr. Suresh Babu SV, Dr. Abdul
Wakid, Dr. Syed Istiak, Dr. Danielle Kerb, Dr. Raunak Dhankar, Dr. Zohangir Alom
Dr. M. Monirul H. Khan, Dr, Modinul Ahsan, Prof. Ram Kumar, Dr. M. Munawar

Session lll: 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM (IST) Session Chairs
Threats, conservation status and policy issues to protect riverine inhabited Dr. B.K. Das,
dolphins Dr. Sandeep Behera

Rapporteurs:

Dr. Raju Baitha

Mr. Mishal P.

10.00-10.20 AM | Dr. B.K. Das, Director, ICAR-CIFRI, Barrackpore
) -Fisheries enhancement towards Dolphin Conservation
10.20-10.40 AM | Prof. Sunil K. Choudhary, Former Prof. & Head, Dept. of Botany, T.M. Bhagalpur
University, Bhagalpur, India
-Emerging threats for South Asian river dolphin Platanista gangetica gangetica &
need for collaboration among range countries (India, Bangladesh & Nepal) for its
conservation
10.40-11.00 AM | Prof. S.P. Biswas, Dept. of Life Sciences, Dibrugarh University, Assam, India
-Riverne health and future of dolphins in north-eastern India
11.00-11.20 AM | Dr. Sandeep Behera, Consultant, NMCG, India
-Dolphin conservation and Ganga rejuvenation
11.20-11.40 AM | Dr. V. R. Chitranshi, ADG —ICAR (Retd.), India
-impact of nationwide Covid-19 pandemic lockdown on habitat of endangered dolphin
Platanista gangefica : issues & challenges in the context of its rehabilitation in river
Ganga
11.40-11:55 AM | Dr. Suresh Babu S.V., Director-Rivers, Wetlands & Water Policy, WWF-India
-Restoring connectivity of our rivers and Dolphin habitats
11:55- 12:10 PM | Dr. B.B. Nayak, Head of Division FRHPHM, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai
- Capacity building and human resource for Dolphin research
12:10-12:20 PM | Dr. Benazir Ahmed, Retd. Professor, Zoology Department, University of Chittagong
- Conserving Cetaceans in Bangladesh

12:20-12:40 PM | Panel discussion
Dr. B.K. Das, Dr. Sandeep Behera, Prof. S.P. Biswas, Dr. B. B. Nayak, Dr. V.R.
Chitranshi, Prof. Sunil K. Choudhary

Shri. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Dr. J.K. Jena, Dr. Dilip Kumar, Dr. B K. Das, Dr.M. Munawar,
12.40-1.30 PM Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Dr. Suresh Babu, Dr. Syed Istiak, Dr. V. R. Chitranshi, Dr. Hla Win, Dr.
Madhav K. Shrestha, Dr. Tapan Kumar Dey, Dr Sandep Behera,

Webinar Operation Committee: Mr. S.K. Sahu, Mr. Pratik Pathak, Mr. Abir, Mr. Nagem
Modetarotors:Dr. Aparna Ray, Ms. Schini Chatterjee
Media contact: Mr. Ganesh Chandra
(Dr. B.K. Das)
Convenor
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Dolphin oil bait fishery
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TECHNICAL SESSION - III: Threats, conservation status and policy issues to
protect riverine inhabited dolphins

Presented by : DR. B. K. DAS, Director, ICAR-CIFRI, Barrackpore, Kolkata, India
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International webinar
dolphins through sub-regional cooperation held

for conservation of river

India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar join hands to enhance conservation of
river dolphins
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MORNING TRIBUNE

India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar join hands to enhance
conservation of river dolphins

New Delhi [India], Aug 25 (ANI): Experts from four countries
-India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar have joined hands
to enhance conservation of river dolphins in the region,
paving way for regional cooperation. “The most img tthing 1o focus on new is community participation along
A webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the with scientific interventions” )
ecosystem health of rivers and its dolphin population: | 15 fie

Present status and future strateqy for conservation in India-
Bangladesh-Myanmar-Nepal" was organised by Inland
Fisheries Society of India, ICAR - Central Inland Fisheries
Research Institute, National Mission for Clean Ganga, _—
Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum (PFGF) and | i | |
Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society.
During the session, Dr JK Jena, DDG (Fisheries Science),
ICAR said, "These animals do not realise boundaries and
have tried to find habitat wherever possible. Hence,
regional cooperation is very important in conserving them
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, Namami Gange also
shared his experiences on dolphin conservation linking its
importance in the rejuvenation of Ganga. Continuous
efforts of Namami Gange to bring dolphin conservation to
national attention have resulted in the announcement of
"Project Dolphin” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi under
the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). This
project will be in-line with "Project Tiger” which has
successfully helped in increasing the tiger population
Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and
ecological improvement along with pollution abatement and
projects have been taken up for the improvement of
fisheries with CIFRI and for biodiversity conservation with
Wildlife Institute of India (WII). Under this framework, this is
a first of its kind occasion where the fishery sector is
leading dolphin conservation discourse.

River Dolphins a unique species found mainly in rivers of
Asia and South America are vanishing rapidly. Gangetic
Dolphin, the national aquatic animal of India has been
declared endangered by International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This webinar was organised
to discuss the future strategy to conserve and revive these
Dolphins with regional cooperation.

During the webinar on Professor AP Sharma, former
Director ICAR-CIFRI, Barrackpore, highlighted the need to
research on dolphin habitat restoration and Dr. Dilip
Kumar, Former Vice-Chancellor, ICAR-CIFE, spoke about
the social aspects of fishermen's life and Dolphins in rural
India.

Among all the points that the speakers in the webinar
agreed on, the most important fact was that a coordinated
approach is needed for synergising transboundary efforts
and to develop a regional program. Other highlights of the
webinar included Fishery conservation efforts under
NamamiGange through CIFRI would improve prey base in
Dolphin habitat leading to enhanced Dolphin population.
Livelihood improvement of fishermen to help them join
conservation efforts and a coordinated approach needed
for synergising transboundary efforts and to develop a
regional program.

As the Sunderban delta is a unique ecological space where
Gangetic, as well as Irrawaddy Dolphin, are present, spread
over India as well as Bangladesh, the conference gave a
unique opportunity to the speakers to share experience on
the dolphins.

It was also supplemented by Myanmar and Chilika Lake
authority in the context of the Irrawaddy Dolphin.

The webinar attended by over 1000 participants across the
world featured lectures on "Conservative measure of
Irrawaddy Delphin in Myanmar” by Dr. Hla Win, DDG-
Fisheries- Retired, Myanmar, "Status of Dolphins in
Nepalese Rivers"” by Dr Madhav K. Shrestha, Professor,
Aquaculture AFU (Retired), Nepal and "National Atlas and
Dolphin action plan- Bangladesh" by Professor Md. A Aziz,
Prof Benazir Ahmed, Senior expert from Bangladesh
amongst other well-known global scholars. (ANI)
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Experts from four nations including India come together to
enhance conservation of river dolphins

Mirror Now Digital

New Delhi: Paving the way for regional cooperation, experts from
the four nations-India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar, have
come together to enhance the conservation of river dolphins in the
region

The issue of river dolphin conservation was discussed during a
webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the ecosystem
health of rivers and its dolphin population: Present status and future
strategy for conservation in India-Bangladesh-Myanmar-Nepal"
organised by Inland Fisheries Society of India (ICAR), a Central
Inland Fisheries Research Institute, National Mission for Clean
Ganga, Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum (PFGF) and
Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society

River Dolphins, a unique species found mainly in rivers of Asia and
South America, are vanishing rapidly. While, the Gangetic Delphin,
the national aguatic animal of India, has been declared endangered
by International Union for the Conservation of Nature,

The webinar began with a welcome address by Dr BK Das

Director, ICAR-CIFRI who gave a brief about the aim and objectives
of this webinar. Dr Das said that the webinar would enhance the
dolphin conservation in the South East Asian Regional Countries.
Dr JK Jena, Deputy Director General (Fisheries Science), ICAR, in
his address emphasised that dolphins can thrive on their own with
less disturbance and interference and that was visible during the
lockdown. Jena said, “These animals do not realise boundaries and
have tried to find habitat wherever possible. Hence, regional
cooperation is very important in conserving them

Dr BC Chaudhury, (Retired) Principal Scientist, Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) also gave a historical overview of the research done on
dolphins so far

Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, Namami Gange shared also
his experiences on dolphin conservation linking its importance in the
rejuvenation of Ganga. Continuous efforts of Namami Gange to
bring dalphin conservation o national attention have resulted in the
announcement of "Project Dolphin” by Prime Minister Narendra
Meodi under the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). This
project will be in-line with "Project Tiger" which has successfully
helped in increasing the tiger population.

Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and ecological
improvement along with pollution abatement. and took up projects
for the improvement of fisheries with CIFRI and for biodiversity
conservation with WIl. Under this framewaork, this is a first-of-its-kind
occasion where the fishery sector is leading dolphin conservation
discourse.

Prof AP Sharma, Ex-Director ICAR-CIFRI, Barrackpore. highlighted
the need to research on dolphin habitat restoration while Dr Dilip
Kumar, former Vice-Chancellor, ICAR-CIFE, spoke about the social
aspects of fishers life and dolphin in rural India

Sunderban delta is a unique ecological space where Gangetic as
well as Irrawaddy dolphins are present spread over India as well as
Bangladesh, The latest conference gave a unique opportunity for
experts to share experience on the dolphins

The webinar was attended by more than 1,000 participants across
the world, Lectures on "Conservative measure of |rrawaddy Dolphin
in Myanmar" by Dr Hla Win, DDG-Fisheries-Retired, Myanmar,
"Status of Dolphins in Nepalese Rivers' by Dr Madhav K Shrestha,
Professor, Aquaculture AFU (Retired), Nepal and “National Atlas
and Dolphin action plan-Bangladesh” by Professor Md A Aziz, Prof
Benazir Ahmed, senior expert from Bangladesh, amongst other
well-known global schaolars were the highlights of the conference

India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar Join Hands To Enhance
Conservation Of River Dolphins

Augusi, 2020
|
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India, B'desh, Nepal join hands over conservation of river dolphins
ANI
26th August 2020, 10:55 GMT+10

Mew Delhi [Indial. Aug 23 (ANI): Experts from four countries -India,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar have joined hands to enhance conservation of

river dolphins in the region, paving way for regional cooperation,
A webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the ecosystem health of’
rivers and its dolphin population: Present status and future strategy for

conservation in India-Bangladesh-Myanmar-Nepal" was organised by Inland
Fisheries Society of India, ICAR - Central Infand Fisheries Rescarch Institute,
Mational Mission for Clean Ganga, Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum
(PFGF ) and Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Socicty.

During the session, Dr JK Jena, DDG (Fisheries Science), ICAR said, "These
animals do not realise boundaries and have tried to find habitat wherever
possible. Hence, regional cooperation is very important in conserving
them."Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, Namami Gange also shared his
experiences on dolphin conservation linking its importance in the rejuvenation
of Ganga. Continuous efforts of Namami Gange to bring dolphin conservation
to national attention have resulted in the announcement of "Project Dolphin”
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi under the Ministry of Environment and
Forests (MoEF). This project will be in-line with "Project Tiger" which has
successfully helped in increasing the tiger population.

Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and ecological
improvement along with pollution abatement and projects have been taken up
for the improvement of fisheries with CIFRI and for biodiversity conservation
with Wildlife Institute of India (WIl). Under this framework, this is a first of its
kind occasion where the fishery sector is leading delphin conservation
discourse.

River Dolphins a unique species found mainly in rivers of Asia and South
America are vanishing rapidly. Gangetic Dolphin, the national aguatic animal of
India has been declared endangered by International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This webinar was organised to discuss the
future strategy to conserve and revive these Dolphins with regional
cooperation.

During the webinar on Professor AP Sharma, former Director ICAR-CIFRI,
Barrackpore, highlighted the need to research on dolphin habitat restoration
and Dr. Dilip Kumar, Former Vice-Chancellor, ICAR-CIFE, spoke about the social
aspects of fishermen's life and Dolphins in rural India.

Among all the points that the speakers in the webinar agreed on, the most
important fact was that a coordinated approach is needed for synergising
transboundary effarts and to develop a regional program. Other highlights of
the webinar included Fishery conservation efforts under NamamiGange
through CIFRI would improve prey base in Dolphin habitat leading to enhanced
Dolphin population. Livelihood improvement of fishermen to help them join
conservation efforts and a coordinated approach needed for synergising
transboundary efforts and to develop a regional program.

As the Sunderban delta is a unique ecological space where Gangetic, as well as
Irrawaddy Dolphin, are present, spread over India as well as Bangladesh, the
conference gave a unique opportunity to the speakers to share experience on
the dolphins.

It was also supplemented by Myanmar and Chilika Lake authority in the context
of the Irrawaddy Dolphin.

The webinar attended by over 1000 participants across the world featured
lectures on "Conservative measure of Irrawaddy Dolphin in Myanmar" by Dr.
Hla Win, DDG- Fisheries- Retired, Myanmar, "Status of Dolphins in Nepalese
Rivers" by Dr Madhav K. Shrestha, Professor, Aquaculture AFU (Retired), Nepal
and "National Atlas and Dolphin action plan- Bangladesh" by Professor Md. A
Aziz, Prof Benazir Ahmed, Senior expert from Bangladesh amongst other well-
known global scholars. (ANI)
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) New Delhi [India], Aug 25 (ANI):

Experts from four countries -India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar
have joined hands to enhance conservation of river dolphins in the
region, paving way for regional cooperation.

A webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the ecosystem
health of rivers and its dolphin population: Present status and future
strategy for conservation in India-Bangladesh-Myanmar-Nepal” was
organised by Inland Fisheries Society of India, ICAR - Central Inland
Fisheries Research Institute, National Mission for Clean Ganga,
Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum (PFGF) and Aquatic
Ecosystem Health and Management Society.

During the session, Dr JK Jena, DDG (Fisheries Science), ICAR said,
"These animals do not realise boundaries and have tried to find
habitat wherever possible. Hence, regional cooperation is very
important in conserving them."”

Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, Namami Gange also shared
his experiences on dolphin conservation linking its importance in the
rejuvenation of Ganga. Continuous efforts of Namami Gange to bring
dolphin conservation to national attention have resulted in the
announcement of "Project Dolphin" by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi under the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). This
project will be in-line with "Project Tiger" which has successfully
helped in increasing the tiger population.

Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and ecological
improvement along with pollution abatement and projects have
been taken up for the improvement of fisheries with CIFRI and for
biodiversity conservation with Wildlife Institute of India (Wl). Under
this framework, this is a first of its kind occasion where the fishery
sector is leading dolphin conservation discourse.

River Dolphins a unique species found mainly in rivers of Asia and
South America are vanishing rapidly. Gangetic Dolphin, the national
aquatic animal of India has been declared endangered by
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This
webinar was organised to discuss the future strategy to conserve
and revive these Dolphins with regional cooperation.

During the webinar on Professor AP Sharma, former Director ICAR-
CIFRI, Barrackpore, highlighted the need to research on dolphin
habitat restoration and Dr. Dilip Kumar, Former Vice-Chancellor,
ICAR-CIFE, spoke about the social aspects of fishermen's life and
Dolphins in rural India.

Among all the points that the speakers in the webinar agreed on, the
most important fact was that a coordinated approach is needed for
synergising transboundary efforts and to develop a regional
program. Other highlights of the webinar included Fishery
conservation efforts under NamamiGange through CIFRI would
improve prey base in Dolphin habitat leading to enhanced Dolphin
population. Livelihood improvement of fishermen to help them join
conservation efforts and a coordinated approach needed for
synergising transboundary efforts and to develop a regional
program.

As the Sunderban delta is a unique ecological space where Gangetic,
as well as Irrawaddy Dolphin, are present, spread over India as well
as Bangladesh, the conference gave a unique opportunity to the
speakers to share experience on the dolphins.

It was also supplemented by Myanmar and Chilika Lake authority in
the context of the Irrawaddy Dolphin.The webinar attended by over
1000 participants across the world featured lectures on
"Conservative measure of Irrawaddy Dolphin in Myanmar" by Dr. Hla
Win, DDG- Fisheries- Retired, Myanmar, "Status of Dolphins in
Nepalese Rivers" by Dr Madhav K. Shrestha, Professor, Aguaculture
AFU (Retired), Nepal and "National Atlas and Dolphin action plan-
Bangladesh" by Professor Md. A Aziz, Prof Benazir Ahmed, Senior
expert from Bangladesh amongst other well-known global scholars.
(ANI)
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Fxpats discuss ways o conserve fiver dolphins.

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI) Experts from India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar on Tuesday discussed ways 1o conserve river dolphins, the
National Mission for Clean Ganga said.

A webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the ecosystem health of rivers and its dolphin population: Present status and future
for conservation in India-Bangladesh-M

stral mar-Nepal was organised.

National Mission for Clean Ganga {(NMCG) Director General Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, shared his experiences on dolphin conservation linking its
importance in rejuvenation of the Ganga.

It was conducted by the NMCG, Inland Fisheries Society of India, Indian Council for Agricultural Research-Central Inland Fisheries
Research Institute (ICAR-CIFRI), Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum (PFGF) and the Aquatic Feosystem Health and Management
Society.

Historically, the Gangetic dolphin was distributed throughout the Ganga, Brahmaputra and Karnaphuli-Sangu rivers and their wibutaries in
India, Nepal and Bangladesh, he said.

In India, the G > and tributaries like the Rar

Son, Gandak. Kosi

ic dolphin is found downstream of Bijnore barr:
and in Brahmaputra river.

. Yamuna, Gomti, Ghaghara, Rapti,

g

The most important thing to focus on now is community participation along with scientific interventions, he stressed.

"Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and ecological improvement along with pollution abatement and projects have been
taken up for improvement of lisheries with CIFRI and for biodiversity conservation with Wildlife Institute of India (WII)

"Under this framework, this is a first of its kind oceasion where the fishery sector is leading the dolphin conservation discourse,” he said.

This webinar was organised 10 discuss the future stratg,

v e conserve and revive these dolphins with regional cooperation, the statement said,
For the conservation ol dolphins, Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently announced "Project Dolphin®,

The webinar was attended by more than 1,000 participants across the world, according to the statement.

Lectures on "Conservative measure of Irrawaddy Dolphin in Myanmar”, lese River” and "National Atlas and

dolphin action plan- Bangladesh” were the highlights of the conference.

Status of dolphins in Ne

"The conference resolved to continue this regional and multi sectoral collaboration. The rich discussion would be very helpful in developing
contours of the "Project Dolphin® in India," the statement added.

In his address, [CAR-CIFRI Dircetor B K Das stated that the discussion would enhance dolphin conservation in the southeast Asian regional
countries,

ICAR DDG (Fisheries Science) ] K Jena emphasised that with less disturbance and interference. dolphins could thrive on their own and that
is what is being seen during the lockdown.

"These animals do not realise boundaries and have tried o find habitat wherever possible. Hence, regional cooperation is very important in
conserving them,” he said

River dolphins, a unigque species found mainly in rivers of Asia and South America, are vanishing rapidly.

Gangetic dolphin. the national aquatic animal of Ind
Nature (IUCN),

has been declared endangered by the International Union for the Conservation of

The Sundarbans delta is a unique ecological space where the Gangetic as well as the Irrawaddy dolphin are present, the statement said

The conference gave a unique opportunity 1o share experience on the Dolphins. It was also supplemented by Myanmar and Chilika Lake
authority in the context of the Irrawaddy Dolphin, it added. Il PR HMB
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India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar Join Hands to Enhance
Caonservation of River Dolphins

New Delhi [India], Aug 25 (ANI): Experts frem four countries -India, . i ) i
Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar have joined hands to enhance https://english.lokmat.com/international/indo-
conservation of river dolphins in the region, paving way for

regional cooperation VIetnam—pannershlp—ensures—peace—m—reglon—

A webinar on "Exploring the impact of COVID-19 on the jaishankar/?utm source:english.lokmat.com&utm
ecosystem health of rivers and its dolphin population: Present i R =
status and future strategy for conservation in India-Bangladesh- medium=InfiniteArticle

Myanmar-Nepal' was organised by Inland Fisheries Society of
India, ICAR - Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute, National
Mission for Clean Ganga, Professional Fisheries Graduates Forum
(PFGF) and Aguatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society
During the session, Dr JK Jena, DDG (Fisheries Science), ICAR
said, "These animals do not realise boundaries and have tried to
find habitat wherever possible. Hence, regional cooperation is very
important in conserving them."

Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, Namami Gange also
shared his experiences on dolphin conservation linking its
importance in the rejuvenation of Ganga. Continuous efforts of
Namami Gange to bring dolphin conservation to national attention
have resulted in the announcement of "Project Dolphin” by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi under the Ministry of Environment and
Forests (MoEF). This project will be in-line with "Project Tiger"
which has successfully helped in increasing the tiger population
Namami Gange has given importance to biodiversity and
ecological improvement along with pollution abatement and
projects have been taken up for the improvement of fisheries with
CIFRI and for biodiversity conservation with Wildlife Institute of
India (WI1I). Under this framewaork, this is a first of its kind occasion
where the fishery sector is leading dolphin conservation discourse
River Dolphins a unique species found mainly in rivers of Asia and
South America are vanishing rapidly. Gangetic Dolghin, the
national aguatic animal of India has been declared endangered by
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This
webinar was organised to discuss the fulure strategy to conserve
and revive these Dolphins with regional cooperation

During the webinar on Professor AP Sharma, former Director
ICAR-CIFRI, Barrackpore, highlighted the need to research on
dalphin habitat restoration and Dr. Dilip Kumar, Former Vice-
Chancellor, ICAR-CIFE, spoke about the social aspects of
fishermen's life and Dolphins in rural India

Among all the points that the speakers in the webinar agreed on
the most important fact was that a coordinated approach is needed
for synergising transboundary efforts and to develop a regional
program. Other highlights of the webinar included Fishery
conservation efforts under NamamiGange through CIFRI would
improve prey base in Dolphin habitat leading to enhanced Dolphin
population. Livelihood improvement of fishermen to help them join
conservation efforts and a coordinated approach needed for
synergising transboundary efforts and to develop a regional
program

As the Sunderban delta 1s a unique ecological space where
Gangetic, as well as Irrawaddy Dolphin, are present, spread over
India as well as Bangladesh, the conference gave a unique
opportunity to the speakers to share experience on the dolphins

It was also supplemented by Myanmar and Chilika Lake authority
in the context of the Irrawaddy Dolphin

The webinar attended by over 1000 pariicipants across the world
featured lectures on "Conservative measure of Irrawaddy Dolphin
in Myanmar" by Dr. Hla Win, DDG- Fisheries- Retired, Myanmar,
"Status of Dolphins in Nepalese Rivers" by Dr Madhav K
Shrestha, Professor, Aquaculture AFU (Retired), Nepal and
"National Atlas and Dolphin action plan- Bangladesh" by Professor
Md. A Aziz, Prof Benazir Ahmed, Senior expert from Bangladesh
amongst other well-known global scholars. (ANI)
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Our Eminent Speakers (Invited)

Dr. Abdul akid M. Monirul H. Khan v

Dr Damelle Kreb ‘

BN

Md Modmul Ahsan Dr. A.K. Pattnaik Prof. Ram Kumar Dr. Ruchi Badola

Dr. Md. ZAlom Dr SyedA Hussam Dr. Shyama P. Biswas ~ Dr. Sandeep Behera

Dr. V. R. Chitranshi Dr. Suresh Babu S.V. Dr. B. B. Nayak Dr. Sunil Choudhary

Prof. Benazir Ahmed k Dr. B.K. Das
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